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‘Every child deserves to be the best they can be’
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1. Aims

This policy aims to ensure that there is clarity about the nature of the Oaklands School offer, and in particular
after-school care.

2. Legislation and statutory guidance

This policy complies with legal requirements and expectations.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/1063520/Mi

nimum_expectation for length of school week - information note.pdf

All schools maintained by the local authority and special schools not maintained by the local authority are
required to:

* Meet for at least 380 sessions or 190 days during any school year to educate their pupils

* Operate two sessions on every school day divided by a break in the middle of the day

The minimum expectation for a state-funded mainstream schools, with effect from September 2023, is to
deliver a minimum school week of 32.5 hours. The 32.5-hour minimum expectation includes the time in each
day from the official start of the school day (i.e. morning registration) to the official end to the compulsory
school day (i.e. official home time). The 32.5-hour minimum includes breaks and lunch times as well as
teaching time and any extra-curricular activities that all pupils are expected to attend. It does not include
optional before or after school provision.

However, the expectation does not apply to pupils in:
* early years and 16-19 education (including school sixth forms), or

* specialist settings (special schools and alternative provision), due to the varying needs of their pupil cohorts
and the particular operational challenges they may face

3. School opening hours

While there is no set minimum expectation from the DfE of specialist settings like Oaklands School; we are
ambitious for our students and believe it is beneficial for them to follow the same length of school week as
those in mainstream schools.

Our school opening hours are therefore:
Monday 09.00 to 15.30
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Tuesday 09.00 to 15.30
Wednesday 09.00 to 15.30
Thursday 09.00 to 15.30
Friday 09.00 to 15.30

4. After-school Care

Almost all of our students arrive and depart from school in transport provided by the local authority. This
significantly restricts the practicality and viability of before and after-school clubs.

We expect that Oaklands School students attend and fully participate in all activities and opportunities that are
created for them in their individualised learning programmes throughout the 32.5-hour week offered. In
meeting their needs in this way we therefore do not offer after-school care.

We will however regularly reflect on community demand and wherever possible aim to meet the needs of
parents and children.

5. Monitoring arrangements

This policy will be reviewed by the Headteacher annually. At every review, the policy will be approved by the
governing board.

6. Links with other policies

This policy links to the following policies and procedures:
e Attendance policy
e  Curriculum policy
e SEND policy

e Teaching and Learning policy
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